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On black: Coach X’s voice introduces the story.

COACH X

(V.O.)

This is a story of triumph. Of

victory. This is a story about

heroism. About the bravest,

strongest, GREATEST, HANDSOMEST,

MOST COURAGEOUS, MOST AWESOME

PERSON EVER!

EXT. PARK - DAY

MEDIUM SHOT

NED, 17, looks blankly into the camera. He licks a lollipop

absently.

COACH X

(V.O.)

Err. Not like this. FAST FORWARD!

SFX: ZOOMING SOUND

CROSS ZOOM:

EXT. TRACK - DAY

Ned, now with a focused, intense look on his face. He wears

a focus band on his forehead. He stands at the starting

line, prepping with other marathon runners.

COACH X

(V.O.)

That’s more like it. This is a

story about overcoming the odds.

We do a super zoom from where Ned stands to the finish line

- where a giant lollipop stands with a "1st Place" sticker

on it.

COACH X

(V.O.)

About winning.

We see Ned’s determined face. He bends low into a takeoff

position. Shoe shifts slightly on the around. Swallows hard.

The referee raises a whistle to his lips. Blows on it.

The runners take off. Ned trips immediately and falls flat

on his face. The other runners leave him in the dust.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

We see Ned lying with his face in the ground.

COACH X

(V.O.)

This wasn’t supposed to happen.

Hey. Hey.

EXT. PARK - DAY

COACH X

(O.S.)

HEY!

Ned snaps out of his daydream, lollipop still in hand.

POV: Empty air in front of him. Coach X’s head is barely

visible at the bottom of the frame.

COACH X

(O.S.)

Down here!

Pan down: COACH X, 12, in full training outfit, scowls at

Ned.

COACH X

Rule number 1: Stay focused!

She smacks the lollipop out of his hand. He looks dumbly at

it.

COACH X

Got it, Nerd?

NED

It’s "Ned". Not "Nerd".

COACH X

Whatever. Rule number 2: Stay

hydrated.

She tosses a water bottle and him. He catches the water

bottle - and falls over. Coach X walks away.

COACH X

COME ON!

Ned hurries up and after her.

TRAINING MONTAGE:

-Coach X speeds ahead. Ned struggles behind, and collapses

on the floor.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

-Ned appears to be doing a difficult push-up. Camera rotates

to show that he’s actually pushing against a wall. Coach X

slaps her hand to her forehead.

-Ned runs, tired, and sits down by a tree to rest. Coach X

runs in, and tries unsuccessfully to drag him off the floor.

END TRAINING MONTAGE

Coach X exasperated with Ned.

COACH X

What will it take to get you off

the ground?

NED

I can’t do it. I’ll never win the

marathon.

She gets an idea. She pulls out a lollipop.

COACH X

You want this? Or not?

Ned’s eyes widen at the sight. He gets off the ground

immediately, re-energized by the sight.

RESUME TRAINING MONTAGE:

-Coach X runs ahead of Ned, dangling the lollipop. He runs

after her, not so tired this time.

-Ned does chin-ups. Coach X sits on top of the monkey bar,

using the lollipop to motivate him.

-Coach X runs, dangling the lollipop in front of Ned. She

tosses it - like fetch! - and he runs after it.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. TRACK - DAY

Ned lies face down in the ground.

He looks up - at the runners ahead of him. He hangs his

head.

NED

I can’t do it.

A pair of feet steps in front of him.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 4.

COACH X

Hey. Up here.

He looks up at her.

COACH X

Rule number 1. What is it?

He thinks about this.

NED

Stay hydrated?

COACH X

No. The other one.

NED

Stay focused!

He looks up and sees - past the other runners, past the

distance - the lollipop at the finish line.

COACH X

Go get it.

He picks himself off the floor. Slowly. Painfully. But then

he starts towards the finish line.

Up ahead - the other runners are getting arrogant, and fall

out of the race. Intercut with them and Ned running, gaining

on them.

-One trips and falls, grimacing - not getting up.

-One sees another lollipop off to the side of the track. He

runs after it.

The last competing runner stops just short of the finishing

line. She takes out her phone and holds it up. Let’s call

her Sue.

SUE

Selfie time!

Ned closes the distance.

Sue takes a picture. The camera flashes.

Ned runs for all he’s worth.

Sue frowns at the picture.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 5.

SUE

Sepia? Grayscale? What filter to

use...

Ned RUNS...

Sue picks a filter.

SUE

Uploaded! Yay!

Her phone screen: "Just won the marathon! #fitness

#girlpower"

As she smiles at the screen-

Ned BOLTS PAST HER and through the finishing line. He keeps

running - triumphant, confetti (leaves) raining all around

him - towards the lollipop.

He picks up the lollipop, holding it high--

On his joyous face:

EXT. TRACK - LATER

Ned sits on a bench, looking all sorts of satisfied,

enjoying his giant lollipop.

Coach X steps in front of him.

COACH X

Well? Are you ready to train?

NED

Training? For what?

Coach X thrusts a poster in his face: ANOTHER marathon. An

EVEN BIGGER LOLLIPOP.

Ned’s eyes widen at the sight--
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